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Firstly, I would like to inform
everyone that DAG’s Annual
General Meeting will be held on
Friday 10th December at 12 noon.

We thought long and hard about
the format of the meeting and
10:
whether or not to hold it “in
person”. After a long deliberation
12:
about the risks associated with
14:
holding a physical meeting in the
16:
current environment (with Covid 19
numbers in the area remaining
high), we have erred on the side of caution and decided to
hold a virtual meeting as we did last year.
This decision wasn't taken lightly - we had much to
consider, such as maintaining social distance, hand
sanitising, ventilation, the wearing of face coverings and
arrangements for contact tracing. As much as we would like
to see everyone again, we hope that you understand our
decision.
Following the recent approval by our members of the
Special Resolution, we are now able to have ten Trustees.
Roger Everitt and Malcolm Watt, who were previously
Trustees of Whitby & District Community Transport, have
very kindly agreed to stand and if elected, I think their
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experience and knowledge will be a great addition to
our Board. I would urge Members to read all the pen
profiles and cast your vote responsibly and with DAG’s best
interests at the forefront of your thoughts.
As we move inexorably into winter and the colder weather
that comes with the season, we are all facing soaring
energy bills and rising costs. I would like to remind you of
the Warm & Well in North Yorkshire initiative. Warm & Well
offers advice, guidance and hands-on support to
residents across the county. Details on pages 9 & 10.
This has been another difficult year for everyone, and our
thoughts go out to the families of those DAG members who
have sadly passed away. We are acutely aware that for
many of you, this will be a long winter but we are here to
make sure that if you need support, you know where to
come. So please get in touch with the DAG office if you
need anything and if we can’t help you, no doubt we
will know who can!
On a positive note, we are again holding a Christmas raffle,
with the draw being held on December 14th. We hope that
you are able to support us by buying some tickets. We
are also one of the Co-ops Local Causes and I would
urge you to nominate us as it would mean more funding
coming to DAG. Details on page 4.
As a challenging 2021 draws to a close, on behalf of
everyone at Whitby, Scarborough & Ryedale DAG I would
like to send you our best wishes for Christmas and New
Year. We hope that you stay safe and well, and will be able
to spend some time with your family and friends.
See you in 2022!

Ian
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Mo’s Retirement

We are still collecting for Mo’s retirement gift. Mo helped
hundreds of disabled people to get the benefits they were
entitled to, amounting to hundreds of thousands of pounds.
The support she provided really made a difference. If you
would like to make a donation towards a special leaving gift
for her, please contact the office on 01947 821001. We will
be accepting donations until Friday 10th December.
…………………………………………..

DAG - Christmas and New Year Closing 2021-22
The Whitby DAG office and Mobility Equipment Hire
Service will close for the Christmas and New Year holiday
at 4.30pm on Wednesday 22nd December 2021, and will
re-open at 10am, Tuesday 4th January 2022.

We will not be taking any mobility scooter or wheelchair
hire bookings for this period, and apologise for any
inconvenience that this may cause.
…………………………………………..

Members’ Trips 2022

Our trips in the New Year will be staying a
little closer to home in case of inclement
weather.
Thursday 13th January – Whitehouse Pub, Whitby, for
lunch. Transport £4.00. Closing date 7th January 2022
Tuesday 15th February – The Victoria, Robin Hoods Bay
for lunch. Transport £5.00. Closing date 8th January 2022.
If trips are oversubscribed names will be drawn out of
a hat.
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Whitby, Scarborough & Ryedale DAG is one of
this year’s nominated causes for the Co-op Local
Community Fund.
So, between October 2021 and 2022, we would love as
many Co-op Members as possible to choose Whitby
DAG when you shop at Whitby Co-op or purchase Co-op
Funeral Care services (Well Close Square).
For every £1.00 Co-op Members spend on selected Co-op
branded products and services, 2p will go into your
membership account. The same amount will support
community organisations and local causes like DAG.
To collect rewards and contribute to your cause, you must
swipe or scan your Co-op membership card when you
shop.
DAG has a dedicated page on the Co-op membership
website. This explains who we are and what we do.

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/61181
If you aren’t already a Co-op member and would like to
support Whitby DAG, there is also this link also takes you
to the membership registration.

Thank you for your support.
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North York Moors
Accessibility Conference
The DAG Access Group were invited to the North York
Moors Accessibility Conference held on 25th
November at Sneaton Castle.

The conference was part of a campaign run by Visit
England to attract more international visitors to North
Yorkshire. As part of the project they are working
closely with some tourism businesses to help them become
accessible tourism businesses.
The day was run by Access for All
and was a mixture of information,
support and advice and a chance
to try out some new equipment.

This All Terrain wheelchair can be
steered by the disabled person
and can go anywhere.

Fellow attendee, Debbie North, allowed me to try her
Terrainhopper Overlander. The scooter looks a bit like
a quad bike, and you can get it in different sizes, even to
suit children.
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Debbie completed the Coast
to Coast path using this
scooter. Needless to say, it
isn't cheap, but we can
dream ……………………

I also had the opportunity to try
out a Tramper all terrain scooter,
which is designed to cover
rough ground, cambers and
steep inclines safely. I found the
steering a little heavy, but this
might have been because we
were indoors and moving quite
slowly.
Tramper scooters can be hired at Sutton Bank and
Ravenscar. Check availability first.
The over-riding theme throughout the day was how can we
make access better, what improvements can be made and
a complete willingness to make positive changes. This is
one step in the process - the businesses will now attend
training sessions and become access champions so they
can support others to do the most they can to make access
for disabled people much better. DAG is proud to be a part
of this initiative to make permanent positive changes for
holiday makers and locals. We will celebrate their
successes with you in future newsletters.
Lynne Lawson
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In Other Words…”Getting It Wrong”
by Janet Fife
We all get our tongue twisted now and then. Some slips of
the tongue have their own category. In the following
examples the right version/ word is in brackets.

Malapropisms
In Sheridan’s play The Rivals, Mrs.
Malaprop kept confusing one word
for another which sounded like it but
meant something different, e.g.
’He is the very pineapple of
politeness’ [pinnacle].
Pictured right - Louisa Lane Drew as Mrs
Malaprop, in an 1895 production of The
Rivals.
My mother once accused my father
of ‘casting nastutiums’ [aspersions],
while in the carol ‘The Angel Gabriel,’
I have sung ‘O highly flavoured
lady’ [favoured].

Spoonerisms were named after the
Oxford don Rev. W.A. Spooner
(pictured left). He switched letters or
syllables between words in a phrase,
for example announcing the hymn
‘Conquering Kings their TitlesTake’ as
'Kinkering Kongs their Titles Take’.

Page 8

DAG News

A Radio 3 host once announced the next number as ‘The
Blight of the Fumblebee’ [Flight of the Bumblebee].
And much loved comedians,
The Two Ronnies, were well
known for their hilarious
sketches, featuring plays on
words, mispronounciations
and Spoonerisms.

Mondegreens
A mondegreen is about mishearing
rather than mis-speaking.

American writer, Sylvia Wright
coined the term after she misheard
the lyric of a Scottish ballad: ‘They
hae slain the Earl o' Moray/And
Lady Mondegreen’
[laid him on the green].

Famously, many people thought Creedence Clearwater
Revival sang, ‘There's a bathroom on the right’ [There’s a
bad moon on the rise].
As a child I thought a line from Handel’s Messiah was ‘the
cruel cat strays’ [the crooked straight].
Cherry Mistmas and a Happy Newt Here!

Janet
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Help available over Christmas
and New Year 2021-22
Whitby Foodbank: Whitby Evangelical Church, Rear
entrance on Poplar Row - ramped access.
Contact Chris on 07789 765696 or Barry on 07810 205014.
Leave a message with your contact details. OR use their
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/foodbankwhitby
The Peoples Fridge:- Flowergate Hall (between Trinity
Church and Bitz and Pizzas). Stepped access. Stairlift
available.
Monday 20th to Thursday 23rd December, and Tuesday
28th to Friday 31st December, 10am-12noon.
Possible Christmas Eve mid/ late afternoon, depending on
donations.
Follow the Peoples’ Fridge on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/thepeoplesfridgewhitby/
Samaritans: Call 116 123 from any phone.
Scarborough Borough Council: 01723 232323
North Yorkshire County Council: 01609 780 780
Gas Emergency: 0800 111 999 (Calls to this number are
free)
Electrical Emergency: 105 (Calls to this number are
free).
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COVID-19
booster vaccines
North Yorkshire
The COVID-19 booster programme is under way across
North Yorkshire, giving those most at risk from
coronavirus extra protection ahead of winter.
You can choose to attend a walk-in clinic, or you can book
through the NHS National Booking Service. Alternatively,
you may prefer to wait to be called to a local vaccination
hub by your GP practice.
Everyone over 40 or who has a health condition that puts
them at higher risk from COVID-19 will be offered a
booster.

You'll be invited to get a booster vaccine when it is your turn
and at least six months after your second dose. Boosters
will be given in the same order of priority as for the initial
vaccine.
The booster vaccine is recommended in order to give
longer-lasting protection against coronavirus. This doesn't
mean that the vaccine stops being effective after three
to six months. A reduction in the effectiveness doesn't
mean you are not protected at all.
A booster dose will help to
ensure those at higher risk have
a high level of protection,
especially as we enter the winter
months.
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In addition to the booster
programme, the Joint
Committee on Vaccination and
Immunisation, and UK
government have recommended
that everyone over 12, with a
severely weakened immune
system, is offered a third dose of
the COVID-19 vaccine. You are
likely to be offered a dose of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine
as a booster dose. Evidence shows that these mRNA
vaccines work best as boosters, even if you received a
different vaccine for your first two doses.
You might be offered the AstraZeneca vaccine as a booster
dose if you can’t have Pfizer or Moderna. More research is
currently under way to look at other options for use as
COVID-19 booster vaccines.
Pharmacies are expected to be heavily involved in giving
the COVID-19 booster vaccine, as well as the flu jab, or
you might be offered an appointment at your GP surgery.
You will need to wait to be offered the booster from your GP
Surgery.

Vaccination sites are open across North Yorkshire and
more information on where to receive a vaccine can be
accessed on the council website.

www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus-covid-19vaccinations-north-yorkshire

Page 12

DAG News

What We Do

Support anyone who is on a low income or benefits, is
over 65 or has a physical or mental health issue, with

Debt Advice

Applications for Warm Homes Discount £140 rebate

Help residents save money by switching to cheaper
and Better tariffs

Help with applications to charitable and Hardship funds
for portable heaters, bags of coal, logs, LPG bottles &
Heating Oil.

Help with re-payment of energy debt plans

Household Support Fund

North Yorks Citizens Advice supports residents for
Fuel vouchers, purchasing coal, logs, heating oil, and
support with (credit) energy bill arrears.
Applicants for the Household Support Fund must
satisfy 2 of the following eligibility criteria:
Claiming/eligible for any benefits

In arrears or can’t afford to pay energy bills

Have children under 18 in full time education or children
under 5

In a category of people at high risk of Covid or entitled
to a free flu jab (excluding just being over 50)

In Fuel Poverty - at risk of disconnection and less than
£10 on pre-payment meter

In receipt of PIP/DLA/AA under special rules
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Energy Projects





Energy Redress – Additional support ( Energy Advice)
to households across North Yorkshire.
Warm & Well works in partnership with various partners
across North Yorkshire i.e Age Uk, Green Doctor,
Yorkshire Energy Doctor & Yorkshire Housing
Energy MOT – Supporting clients to review their energy
tariffs on an annual basis – along with raising
awareness of dangers of Carbon Monoxide, Warm
Home Discount & Priority Services register.
Full information about the support provided by Warm and
Well, and how to access that support, can be found on their
website:-

https://www.warmandwell.org.uk/
You can refer yourself directly to Warm and Well by ringing

0808 278 7900
Or, contact the DAG office we can refer you to Warm and
Well, and the Yorkshire energy
Doctor.
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A local voluntary organisation and
registered charity providing
practical and emotional help for
carers, the people they care for and older people living on
their own.
For details please phone 01947 605757.

Scarborough & District CAB
Contact Details
Website:
Online Advisor:
Tel:
Email:
Relay UK:

www.scarcab.org.uk
citizensadvice.org.uk/chat
0808 278 7889 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm)
info@scarcab.cabnet.org.uk
18001 0800 144 8884

Contact DAG to be referred directly to Scarborough CAB
for general enquiries and their money, welfare benefits
and debt advice service.
Dalewood Trust supports adults with
learning disabilities providing leisure
activities, adult education, volunteering and
work experience.

They also provide services for the wider community in the
Whitby area – Shopping, Laundry, Meals on Wheels and
Afternoon Teas.
For more information and to arrange services
Tel:
01947 600583
Email: info@dalewoodtrust.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/DalewoodTrust/
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Make your donations to DAG go further through


Gift Aid (if you are a UK Taxpayer)



Give as You Live



Leaving a Financial Gift in your Will



Amazon Smile



LocalGiving



Easy Fundraising

Please support Whitby DAG by
nominating us for the Co-op Local
Community Fun 2021-22
Contact the DAG office for more details.

£
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Have you changed your address?



Would you like your details to be added
to/ removed from our newsletter mailing list?



Do you have any articles, stories, items
wanted/ for sale or information you would
like to be included in our newsletter?

Send the details to the DAG office by the 20th
of each month.

DON’T FORGET - you can get a PDF
version of your newsletter by e-mail. It gets to
you more quickly and saves on paper, printing
& postage costs for us!
Find us at Church House Centre, Flowergate, WHITBY,
YO21 3BA Mon, Tues & Thurs 9am-5pm; Fri 9am-4.30pm
Telephone: 01947 821001 Email: info@whitbydag.org.uk
Website: www.whitbydag.org.uk
Mobility Equipment Hire has re-opened. All enquiries
should be via the DAG office.

Reg. Charity No: 1131037
Company Reg: No: 6956837
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the
information in this newsletter. However, Whitby, Scarborough &
Ryedale DAG can accept no liability whatsoever for any matters in
any way connected or arising out of use of this information. No
recommendation is implied by the insertion of such information.

