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Inside DAG
Regular readers of the Newsletter will know that I have on
occasions criticised the Personal Independence Payment
process. I view this as being punitive, over long, and one
which creates a huge amount of anxiety, stress and
uncertainty for the applicant. New statistics about PIP
appeals only serve to reinforce that view. Between January
and March, 16,337 appeals overturned a Personal
Independence Payment (PIP) decision - the most ever in a
three-month period, and 74% of the 21,995 PIP cases that
went through a tribunal ruled against the DWP - also a
record high.
What’s worse is that the Government admitted that in 2018
alone, it cost £26.8m to run PIP appeals that ruled against
the DWP. This figure does not include the cost of appeals
for a separate benefit, Employment and Support Allowance
- 74% of which now rule against the government too. It also
doesn’t include the £199million spent by the DWP itself,
over five years, dealing with and challenging appeals
against the system. On top of this the huge workload is
causing a backlog in the system, with the average PIP
claimant having to wait 31 weeks for a hearing.
Surely this tells us that the system is not fit for purpose and
disabled people who rely on these financial lifelines to live
independently and be part of their community are being
failed by the system.
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After years of defending the system, the Department for
Work and Pensions (DWP) admitted early this year that too
many cases were being overturned and have introduced a
new approach to gather evidence to make the right decision
earlier, so that claimants don’t need to wait for a hearing.
The publication of these appeal statistics is becoming like
Groundhog Day. In my view, the assessments for PIP and
ESA must be overhauled to iron out the mistrust, lack of
transparency and routine inaccuracies which disabled people
report on a weekly basis. Thankfully, here at DAG we have
Mo and Mary who have many years of experience
between then and will do their absolute best to help people
with their applications.
On a brighter note, Saturday 17th August is the date of this
year’s DAG’s Annual Fundraiser (Books, Bakes and
Tombola) on the Dock End in Whitby.
If you can help on the stalls on the day, if you have books to
donate, or if you can help by providing cakes and other
baked treats then please let us know as soon as
possible.
We hope that, as in previous years, this will raise a
significant amount of money for DAG as well as providing
information about our services and the volunteering
opportunities we offer.
Until next month
Ian
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So here we are almost halfway through the year already!!
It’s been busy as usual in the Creative Arts Groups with
lots of lovely things happening.
As you probably know our project is funded by People’s
Health Trust using money raised through The Health
Lottery in Yorkshire and Humber, and this month they came
on a visit to one of our Whitby group sessions.
They picked a really busy Monday to visit, we had
photographer and artist Kev Howard, we were using his
equipment to take portrait photographs.
He gave us guidance on how to line up the shot then let us
loose with the camera.
The results were amazing as you can see from the
samples below. If you want to look at Kev’s work visit his
website kevhowardcreativephotography.com
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We’ve got lots of exciting things happening in the next few
weeks, including making sun catchers and painting plates
and mugs.
If you want to join us at Whitby, Hinderwell or Staithes please
contact me, I’m in the office Mondays & Tuesdays.
Lynne

Our trips need YOU
Can you help us?

Want to help people?
Can you spare a few hours?
Are you are driver?
Our regular members’ trips need your help.
Contact us at the office on (01947) 821001 for an
application pack and to discuss the opportunities that we
have. We have an accessible minibus that we use for
Members’ trips; can you help people have a fun day out?
We also have vacancies for
passenger assistants to assist
people on trips and activities.
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Are you a Co-op member?
Help raise funds for us
Thank you to everyone who has
nominated us, to date, we have raised over
£1200 through this scheme.
Its not too late to sign up, and remember, DAG gets 1% of
the money you spend on your shopping and services.
A huge DAG Thank You to all those that helped us on
Friday 24th May, raising £121 through a tombola.
Thanks to Margaret T, William, Brian & Janet, Sally J and
Mo for supporting us on the day. Thanks to the Co-op staff
and customers who bought tickets.

Quiz Night
We had a successful evening in
May at Whitby Town Football club.
The Quiz, Bingo and raffle raised
£230 for DAG. Despite the best
efforts of all attending we could not beat Team Rocket in
the Quiz, well done to them. Thanks to all who supported
and to Kerri Hutchinson for organising.
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Summer Fundraiser
On Saturday 17th August we
are having a DAG fundraising
day in town, both at the Dock
End and Whitby Co-Op.
We require people to help us prepare for the event and
assist us on the day. If you can bake a cake or have a craft
we can sell then please let us know.
If you can help in any way, by spending an hour or two on
the day or by helping us set up for the event
then please contact us at the
DAG office.
We are at the Dock End with
Cakes, Bakes, Books and
Tombola’s and in the Co-Op
with a hamper Raffle.

Help Fundraise
We have a small group that talk
about all things fundraising.
If you have some ideas for
fundraising then come along on
Friday 26th July to Church
House, Flowergate at 11am.
Help us plan events and meet with
fellow fundraising volunteers.
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Wetwheels
Ships Ahoy!
Our popular
Wetwheels trips
return this summer.

The first DAG outings are on Friday 12th July with two trips
at 11am and 2pm. We recommend the afternoon trip for
those in wheelchairs or scooters due to the tide times.
If you wish to book a place ring (01947) 821001 or email
neil@whitbydag.org.uk
We are grateful to Whitby Town Council for awarding DAG
£250 towards our Wetwheels trips, however to enable
further trips on 7th August and 6th September we
recommend a minimum donation of £10 for these trips.

Swimming
Our weekly swimming sessions are
being held at Whitby Leisure Centre
on Thursdays from 3.15-4.15 on the
following dates:
4th July
11th July
18th July
We will then take a break for the summer holidays and
return in the Autumn.
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This Month
July Facts


July was originally the month of
Quintilis (Fifth Month) in the
Roman calendar



There are many countries which have their
Independence Day during the month of July. These
include the United States, Belarus, Venezuela,
Argentina, Belgium, the Bahamas, and the Maldives.



July's birthstone is the ruby.



Although six months have passed, July 1 is not the
mid-point of the year. The exact halfway point comes at
1pm BST on July 3 in a non-leap year.

Equipment
We have the following items available to help those that
require them. If you would like to view these items then
contact the DAG office, items must be collected as we are
unable to deliver.

3 wheeled walkers
Sticks and crutches
Pressure Cushions
Bath Lift
Inflatable Bath Lift
Assorted grab rails
We would request a donation to DAG funds.
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Whitby Armed Forces Day
This years Armed Forces Day
celebration are to be held on
Saturday 29th June 2019 at
Dockend. Opening at 10am and
finishing at 4pm.

There is something for everyone from tombolas to a
climbing wall, Pick a Flag
to trampolines, as well as
the various military stalls
which are a very important
part of the day.

At approximately 11.41
weather permitting there
will be a fly over by a Spitfire.

FREE Stair Lift
13 stairs, straight run stair lift.
FREE
Enquire to DAG Office in the
first instance.
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Games Club
Whitby Library are holding a FREE games club on the
following dates:
First Thursday of the Month
Thursday 4th July
Thursday 1st August
Thursday 5th September
Thursday 3rd October
From 10am-12noon, All Welcome, Play as long as you
like. DAG will be supporting this initiative, let us know if you
would like to attend or require further information.

Fancy learning a new creative skill?
Try FREE taster sessions held at Whitby
Library
Workshops run on the following Thursday’s
from 10am - 12pm
25th July - Oil Painting for beginners
with Debra Snow
29th August - Needle Felting with Angela Bagshaw
26th September - Book Folding with Vicky Millson
Spaces are limited so call in to the library on Windsor
Terrace or phone to book your place 01609 534350
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Blue Badge Eligibility
Changes
It has been confirmed that
changes to the eligibility criteria
for the Blue Badge scheme will
come into effect on 30th August
2019.
Following a consultation in 2018 the government
announced that it will be extending the Blue Badge eligibility
criteria to include people with ‘hidden disabilities’ such as
dementia, autism and a number of mental health conditions.
The new legislation has now been confirmed and after the
30th August 2019 people with ‘hidden’ disabilities will find it
easier to obtain a Blue Badge.
From this date the assessed criteria will now be that a
person who has been certified by an expert assessor as
having an enduring and substantial disability which causes
them, during the course of a journey, to - (i) be unable to
walk; (ii) experience very considerable difficulty whilst
walking, which may include very considerable psychological
distress; or (iii) be at risk of serious harm when walking; or
pose, when walking, a risk of serious harm to any other
person.
The legislation also removes the requirement of an
‘independent mobility assessor’ and is replaced by the term
‘expert assessor’.
To apply for a Blue Badge locally contact North Yorkshire
County Council via their website
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Bus Services
Fewer people are taking local buses, as data reveals there
was a 13% drop in money spent on “lifeline” bus services
across North Yorkshire.
In North Yorkshire, central and local government spent
£5.9m on local bus services during the 12 months to March
2018 – a 13% decrease in eight years.
The latest Department for Transport data shows there were
13 million bus passenger journeys between April 2017 and
March 2018, 500,000 fewer than in the previous year.
Nearly half of all bus routes in England receive partial or
complete subsidies from councils. The Local Government
Association has warned these services are at risk unless
councils are given more funding.
In North Yorkshire, 42% of the local bus passengers
journeys were taken by elderly or disabled people with
some kind of discount in 2017-18. Buses are vital for
connecting people, homes and businesses, which is why
we help subsidise costs by around £250 million every year
and support local authority spending.
Local authorities spend a further £1 billion on the free bus
pass scheme, benefiting older and disabled people across
the country.
Across England, local
bus passenger journeys
decreased by 2% from
2016-17 to 2017-18, to
4.36 billion journeys.
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Elle-Reiki Healing

Giselle Holloway mgbt

Qualified Reiki practitioner.
Member of the Guild of Beauty Therapists
Reiki works by channelling positive energy into the body.
For further details about this healing and to book a
treatment contact
07545 842612 or giselleuk1965@hotmail.com
Sleights Café Activity Group on the third
Tuesday every month’ 10.30am - 12.30pm
For full details and information about events in
Scarborough, Filey, North and Malton contact
01723 500958.
Carers Information and Support Programme (CrISP)
Are you a carer or family member of a person with
dementia? Do you want to attend a FREE 4 week
course by Alzheimer’s Society to find out more? If so give
us a ring. Booking is essential. Tel: 01723 500958

Parkinson’s Café
Whitby Parkinson’s Café facilitated
by Parkinson’s UK
Meets at Victoria Garden Centre,
Guisborough Road, Whitby
10.30am to 12 noon on;
Friday 5th July
Friday 2nd August
Come and buy yourself a drink and meet
others affected by Parkinson’s; For further details contact
Tracy Westgarth on 0344 225 3630
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UNIT B3, ST. HILDA'S BUSINESS CENTRE,
THE ROPERY, WHITBY, YO22 4ET
Telephone/Fax: 01947 825555
E-mail: info@allcare.co.uk
Website: www.allcare.co.uk
Mobility Scooters and Wheelchair
Sales – Accessories
SHOPPING & LAUNDRY
SERVICES
We collect your list, deliver your shopping with your
itemised till receipt. We can also unpack and put your
shopping away for you. Contact Paul on: 01947 604839.
Your laundry will be collected from your home, washed,
dried and even ironed. Contact Eileen on: 01947 606104.
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Have you changed your address?



Would you like your details to be added
to/ removed from our newsletter mailing
list?



Do you have any articles, stories, items
wanted/ for sale or information you would
like to be included in our newsletter?

Send the details to the DAG office by the
20th of each month.

DON’T FORGET - you can get a PDF version of
your newsletter by e-mail. It gets to you more
quickly and saves on paper, printing &
postage costs for us!

£

Make your donations to DAG go further.
Support us through:




Gift Aid (if you are a UK Taxpayer)
Give as You Live
Leaving a Financial Gift in your Will
Contact the DAG office for details.

Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the
information in this newsletter. However, Whitby, Scarborough &
Ryedale DAG can accept no liability whatsoever for any matters in
any way connected or arising out of use of this information. No
recommendation is implied by the insertion of such information.

