
 

 

 

Well, my decision is made and I will be  
retiring on my 65

th
 birthday, 9

th
 August – so 

you only have another couple of my  
contributions to the Newsletter to put up 
with! 
 

It was a difficult decision to make as I enjoy 
working for DAG but ultimately it is about  
priorities, and my health scare last year  
confirmed to me that family must come first 
in this instance. 
 

For some time now DAG and a number of 
other voluntary sector organisations have 
been working together on an idea for a  
project to deal with loneliness and isolation 
amongst older men in particular in the rural 
areas of Whitby, and we carried out some 
research in Sleights, Grosmont and  
Goathland.  Now, North Yorkshire County 
Council Stronger Communities’ Team, quite 
independently, are launching a trial of 
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‘Connecting Communities’ in Sleights.   
 

The ‘Connecting Communities’ initiative is part of NYCC’s 
broad strategy to reduce demands on social care by    
building the connections between communities and helping  
communities to support each other and themselves. Initially 
it had been thought that this might be solely focused on  
innovative uses of new technology, but it seems that they 
have recognized that whilst communities can, and will be  
increasingly brought together through technology there has 
got to be more than that. 
 

It is expected that Stronger Communities will eventually 
have a community activist-type person involved in 
‘Connecting Communities’ who will work with the           
community on their ideas at their own pace.   
 

The next phase of this development is a meeting on 
Wednesday 31

st
 May at 6.00pm at Sleights Village Hall 

open to the local community.  So I would encourage any of 
our Members who live in Sleights (including Briggswath) to 
get along to the Village Hall on 31

st
 to find out more.  

 

Saturday 26th August is the date of this year’s ‘DAG Day 
Books & Bakes Sale’ (with Tombola) on the Dock End in 
Whitby.  If you can help on the stalls on the day, if you have 
books to donate, or if you can help by providing cakes and 
other baked treats then please let Judith know as soon as  
possible.  Please note we will not be selling bric-a-brac on 
this occasion.  We hope that, as in previous years, this will 
raise a significant amount of money for DAG as well as 
providing information about our services and the  
volunteering opportunities we offer. 
 

Until the next time, Richard 
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         DAG  Fundraising Day 
“Books and Bakes” 

(& Tombola) 
Saturday 26th August  2017 

At Dock End opposite Specsavers) 
10am – 4pm   

 

Contact Judith at the DAG office to donate items for sale 
(no bric-a-brac please), and if you want to help on the day.  

 
Help People Get Going 

 

We need volunteers, who can 
give a commitment of one 
Saturday per month, to help 
us run a Saturday  scooter/  
wheelchair collection and    
return service at the Library. 
 

Contact Judith at the DAG office or Vicky at our desk at 
Whitby Library (Tuesdays and Thursdays). 

 

Notice of change in DAG office opening hours 
 

From and including Thursday 25th May 2017, the DAG   
office will be closed from1pm. Messages can be left at 
Church House reception, on our answerphone (01947 
821001) or by e-mail (info@whitbydag.org.uk ) 
 

Our mobility equipment hire service will be open, as usual 
at Whitby Library on Tuesdays and Thursday 10am - 4pm 
and can be contacted directly on 07956 751 790, or e-mail 
daglibrary@icloud.com 
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Motability - Transitional Support 
(reported in the Independent Living      

Newsletter 26 April 2017) 

 
 

One of the consequences of the move from Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) to Personal Independence Payment (PIP) 
has been that many people find they no longer qualify for 
the highest  rate of mobility support. As a consequence , 
these people who were entitled to use the Motability 
Scheme while they received DLA no longer qualify once 
transferred to PIP. 
 
As reassessments proceed, a large number of Motability        
customers have had to hand back their vehicles. Currently, 
the figure is over 51,000. Although approximately two thirds 
of PIP assessments that are taken to appeal are over-
turned, but by that time a much needed vehicle is gone.  
 
Motability already had a transitional support  package in 
place for people who had to return their vehicles three 
weeks after the relevant benefit entitlement ended. The  
DWP has now agreed a four week grace period  before    
returning a Motability car, and Motability is adding a further 
eight weeks to this, so people have twelve weeks in which 
to continue using the vehicle and to make alternative  
arrangements.  
 
In addition customers who are eligible for a transitional  
support payment will be able to retain their car for up to six 
months during the period of mandatory reconsideration and 
appeal. However the level of transitional support payment 
would be reduced for anyone taking this option. 
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The amount of the transitional support payment depends on 
when a customer entered the Motability Scheme. Claimants 
who win their appeal can remain on the Motability Scheme.  
In this case the transitional support provided by Motability 
can be repaid using the backdated PIP payments which you 
will receive from the DWP. 
 
Very often customers of Motability make an upfront        
payment, in addition to handing over their DLA.  In this    
situation the Scheme will refund any such Advance       
Payment on a pro-rata basis.  No extra charge will be made 
by people whose leases end early as a result of a PIP     
assessment. 
 
For customers with a WAV 
( wheelchair accessible       
vehicle), Motability will work 
with them on an individual  
basis. 
 
For customers with vehicles 
that have adaptions Motability 
will help with the costs of     
fitting the same adaptions to a non scheme vehicle. 
 
Motability can provide information on buying a new or used 
car, arranging insurance and obtaining breakdown cover.  
 
For more information contact your local Motability dealer or 
contact Motability directly.  
 

Motability, the Charity, Warwick House, Harlow, Essex, 
CM19 5PX; Tel: 01279 635999 
8.30am to 5.30pm Monday to Friday 
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Saltholme  
By Judith Owen 

 
 

Then RSPB Saltholme is definitely worth a 
visit. My husband Pat and I, both novice 
twitchers, went there on 24th May for the 
first time and were very impressed.  
 

The reserve on Seaton Carew Road,   
Stockton on Tees, TS2 ITU, is open every day except 
Christmas Day and is a haven in the middle of the Teeside/ 
Teesmouth industrial area. You can see all sorts of birds 
and wildlife, from the sparrow to the kestrel, brown hares, 
voles, swans and ducks, terns and dragonflies.  
 

The visitors centre has a level entrance from the carpark 
and is easy to get around, with lift access to the first floor 
open plan café (which is also a  wonderful birdwatching 
spot). There are accessible toilets on each floor and hear-
ing loop facilities. The staff are all friendly and helpful, and 
you can borrow one of two mobility scooters to get around 
Entrance is £5 per car—free to RSPB members, disabled 
visitors and visitors travelling by bike or public transport. 

 

The nature trails have bound gravel, mostly 
on level ground with bench seating provided. 
One of the trails includes stiles. Three hides 
are on level ground with double doors. One 
has a ramp and sliding door. Picnic tables 
with wheelchair spaces are grouped around 

the reserve.  
 

Full details are on the website www.rspb.org.uk or you can 
telephone 01642 546625, or email saltholme@rspb.org.uk 
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Whitby Civic Society 
 

June 19th: James Fearnley on ‘Beekeeping’.  
 
The lectures are all on the third Monday of the month at 
the Coliseum. The lectures begin at 7:15pm. 

 

 

The Whitby Cardiac Support Group 
meets every third Wednesday of the 
month.  
 
For details, Tel 01947 601547 

 
Sleights Activity Group - third Tuesday   
every month’ 10.30am-12.30pm; Whitby   
Practice Dementia Clinic - first and third 
Tuesday of every month, 1pm-4pm 
 

Scarborough Singing for the Brain - every Wednesday, 
1.30pm-3pm; Scarborough Activity Group - second Monday 
of every month, 2pm-4pm 
 

Filey Activity Group - last Tuesday of every month, 2pm-
4pm; Filey Practice Dementia Clinic - second and fourth 
Thursday of every month 10am-1pm 
  
Ryedale Singing for the Brain - first and third Thursdays 
of every month, 1.30pm-3pm 
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Health Promotion & Cancer Screening  
 

Wednesday 28th June 2017  
1pm - 3pm at The Street  building, Lower Clark 

Street in Scarborough  
 

This session is for all self  advocates, carers/support  
workers /professionals, family and friends who want to 
find out more about Annual Health checks, access to 
hospitals, and Cancer Screening. The session will be 
delivered by GP Doctor Jenni Lawrence, Lynne Taylor 
and Jo Blades.  
 
There will be information to take away and an             
opportunity to have your say about how we can          
improve access to local services. 
 
Further information from Lynne Taylor, Tel: 01723 
580940; E-mail: lynne.taylor10@nhs.net 

This session is part of the Health task group for SWR.  
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Di’s Mobile Hairdressing  

For Ladies, Gents and Children 
 

For all your hair requirements -  
Cutting, Colouring, Perming  

and Setting 
 
     Whitby & Surrounding villages  

          
Tel: 01947 602477     Mob: 07870 321 477 

 

FOR SALE 
 

Rise/ Recline Chair  
 

Bought in 2015 and is suitable for a small person ie less 
than 5' 4" of medium or light build.  
 

Vendor is happy for the chair to be sold for a donation of 
£50  to DAG funds.   Can be delivered locally.  
 

Contact ianlawson1955@gmail.com   
 

 

Pride Colt Mobility Scooter. Excellent condition –     
regularly serviced by Allcare Medical, Whitby) 
Dismantles for transport. Battery charger and user manual 
provided.  
£300 ono. Tel 01937 605811 
 

 



 

 

WhitbyDAG News Page 10 

 

   Advertise your Item for Sale/ Item Wanted.  
   We request a donation to DAG of £2.00 per    
    month. 



 

 

 

SHOPPING & LAUNDRY  
SERVICES  

 
We collect your list, deliver your shopping  with 
your itemised till receipt. We can also  unpack 
and put your  shopping away for you. Contact 
Paul on: 01947 604839. 

 

Your laundry will be collected from your 
home, washed, dried and even ironed. Contact 
Eileen on: 01947 606104. 
 

There is a small charge for these services. 
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UNIT B3, ST. HILDA'S  BUSINESS CENTRE,  
THE ROPERY, WHITBY, YO22 4ET 

 

Telephone/Fax: 01947 825555  Mob: 07584220247     
E-mail: info@allcare.co.uk      Website:  www.allcare.co.uk  

 

Mobility Scooters and Wheelchair 
Sales – Servicing – Repairs  

Accessories – Hire 
 

Stair Lifts  
Installation - Servicing -  

Repairs 
 

Authorised Dealer 
         Insurance and Warranties.  All work guaranteed 

 Part-Exchange considered 
 

For a FREE, no obligation home demonstration,  
contact Colin Thirkill 

mailto:eskvalleymobility@mail.com
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Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the  

information in this newsletter.  However,  Whitby, Scarborough & 

Ryedale DAG can accept no liability whatsoever for any matters in 

any way connected or arising out of use of this information.  No   

recommendation is implied by the insertion of such information. 

 

 Have you changed your address? 
 

 Would you like your details to be added 
to/ removed from our newsletter mailing 
list?  

 

 Do you have any articles, stories, items 
wanted/ for sale or information you would 
like to be included in our newsletter?  

 

Send the details to the DAG office by the 
20th of each month.  
 

DON’T FORGET - you can get a PDF version of 
your newsletter by e-mail. It gets to you more 
quickly and saves on paper, printing & 
postage costs for us! 

   

     Make your donations to DAG go further.     
     Support us through: 
  

 Gift Aid (if you are a UK Taxpayer) 
 Give as You Live 
 Leaving a Financial Gift in your Will 
 
 

     Contact the DAG office for details.  
£ 


